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THE EXECUTIVE PAGE

THE PRESIDENT’S PIECE

August 18th & 19th: Canada Remembers Air Show in

Saskatoon.

September 5th: Theme Night meeting - 

1. “The Italian Job”.

2. “Making Tracks”: anything involving tracks.

October 13th: Plastic aircraft model contest in

Edmonton.

October 13th: Model contest in Lethbridge.

October meeting: Fall Swap and Sale.

November 7th: Annual General Meeting and Election

of Executive.

November 9th & 10th: Saskatoon Hobby Show.

December 5th: Theme Night meeting - 

1. “What is This Creature Called?”: any

model where the original subject was

named after an animal.

2. “What If?” (imagination time): an up-

dated Avro Arrow in low-viz camouflage,

“Mad Max” vehicles or a rear-engined

Dodge Dart road racer. All of these would

fit the bill.

2007 EVENTS CALENDAR
7 pm to 8pm “Bring and build”, socialize, prize draw, tickets etc.

8 pm Business Agenda

Visitors and introductions.

Old Business:

Air Show Aug 18/19 - need to finalize SMAS

participants, confirm transportation for tables and

arrangements for set-up, etc.

Junior Time:

Report from the table and Junior prize draw. 

New Business:

Update for HOBBY SHOW on the Remembrance Day

weekend. 

Reports and Updates:

Treasurer

Review models on the display tables, prize draw.

PROGRAMME FOR THE AUGUST MEETING

First of all an apology is due to Dave DeBack whose name was misspelled when he was given credit for taking the B-26 photos
in the July issue. 

The meetings are always an opportunity to raise questions or seek information, that after all is partly what SMAS is all about. At
the July meeting Brad Boyle came up with a problem using Home Hardware floor wax that threw me for a loop at the time (note
timely use of an aeronautical term please). He had decided along with son Nikolas to try clear coating their latest automotive projects
using the Home wax. The intention was to air-brush the clear coat, so a spray mix was made up using rubbing alcohol for a thinner.
That had turned into a disaster as Brad reported it, because the mixture was milky coloured and there were “strings’” of something
or other that just plugged the air brush solid. It took a long time to clean using lacquer thinner, a long time as in days! The milky
colour was easy to solve because that is the way the Home wax comes, not clear as with Future. Home wax dries perfectly clear so
that is not a problem, but since Nikolas was the one who made spray mix, Brad was not aware of the difference. We also had some
discussion about whether it is really necessary to thin the stuff anyway when airbrushed. After the problem had surfaced Brad took
a look at some model building forums where one suggestion was to use floor wax “neat (no thinner) but to add just a couple of drops
of ammonia. The surface tension of the wax is changed by adding ammonia which encourages it to “wet” the surface instead of
forming puddles or beads. One of the reasons I switched to applying Home or Future with a very soft, wide brush was the beading
problem when I air brushed the stuff. Cam also commented at one time that could have been due to some of the strange concoctions
I use! So Brad’s input will lead me to try tha ammonia addition for airbrushing. 

But that did not solve the strange problem of the “strings”, so it could not be ignored. Brad told me he was using rubbing alcohol
from Sobeys so some of that was acquired. No matter what I did I could not get “strings”. I tried everything down to 65% and at
different mixtures down to 3 parts alcohol to 1 part wax. Still no surprises; the problem had me baffled. Then a breakthrough and
this is the e-mail that went to Brad:

“Serendipity - that was the name of a small town in a John Wayne western if I recall. But here it is used in its proper sense.

So, long story …long. I picked up the “Compliments” 99% alcohol and made up a couple of batches with no problem. No

sign of strings or separation, in fact that was 5 hours ago and they still look homogenous. So if it was not the alcohol, then

it had to be the floor wax. Then it dawned on me the test batches were made using the tail end of a bottle that was acquired

a long, long time ago. Possibly the formulation had changed? By chance there was a much fresher bottle (like one month

old) handy, so some was poured into my clear plastic mixing pot and bingo, there was some “string” even before the alcohol

was added! On closer examination I found some more bits in the cap and in the thread at the top of the bottle. That’s the

serendipity part and I suspect that was exactly what you had. It would also explain why lacquer thinner had so little effect

since the stuff was basically “cured”. As for the separation part, I cannot reproduce the effect. Could you do me a favour

and make up another small batch to see what happens? Make sure the apprentice cleans off the top of the bottle though!”

...Continued on page 3
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Ph: (306) 652-4775
Email: hobbyworld@shaw.ca
Web: www.rchobbyworld.com

1521 Idylwyld Drive North
Saskatoon, SK  S7L 1A9

CLUB MEMBER DISCOUNTS

10% 10% 10%
Ph: (306) 653-5555

Email: sktn@houseoftools.com
Web: www.houseoftools.com
Bay 9 - 805 Circle Drive East

Saskatoon, SK  S7K 3S4

Toll Free: 877-574-6229
Email: jp.hobby@sasktel.net

Web: www.jphobbies.com
300 - 13th Street West

Prince Albert, SK  S6V 3G3

Ever since I found out that this kit was going to be released, I knew that I’d be
picking at least one of them up. I’ve always loved the first generation Camaros and
I think they’ve struck a great balance between old and new with this car.

Anyways, on to the kit. My first impression of this kit was very good and that
is reinforced the more that I look at it. The body is very well cast with just a couple
of mould lines. I’m not a real
detail freak so I can’t tell you if
the body scales out perfectly or
not, but it looks good to me.
The chrome plating is nice and
thin, keeping the detail visible
and crisp. Being a new kit you

don’t expect any flash, etc. but all the parts look clean and really well cast. In
typical AMT fashion, though, the sprues are huge leading me to wonder if they
are trying to sell their kits by the pound. I’m also very pleased with the way the
kit was engineered. I especially like the separate grill insert which will make
painting it a whole lot easier, rather than trying to mask off a one piece chrome
bumper/grill assembly. The interior has separate door panels and the seats are two

piece units as well. The engine is relatively simplified but does a good job of
portraying the finished product. According to other reviews I’ve read a lot of the
engine detail is hidden anyways once the kit is assembled. The tires are low profile
wide and “widers” with nice tread detail. I don’t know if they scale out properly
but from the pictures I’ve seen they fill the wheel wells nicely and don’t appear
garishly over-sized like those favoured by the tuner crowd. I will actually be
making my first foray in the resin after-market with this kit as well, by adding a
chin spoiler and replacing the original hood with a ram-air unit, both from PSF
Model Supplies.

All in all, I can’t wait to get started on this kit and I know that I will be
probably be picking up several more, just because.

- Ray Schmidt

AMT 2006 CHEVY CONCEPT CAMARO

Have you given our new website a look-see? Check us out! You can find us at: www.smasonline.net
SMAS WEBSITE

The “strings” would not normally have shown up using Future since that bottle has a mushroom type valve and generally the top
does not need to be unscrewed. Brad I’m sure will keep us informed as to how they do while developing their clear coat technique.

Also out of that comes a suggestion for those who spend time visiting the on-line forums, if you spot anything of interest please
copy it somehow and send it along. Not everyone is on the internet and even those that are do not necessarily have lots of time to
go snooping around.

- Mike Reid

...Continued from page 2
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Mike Reid - Club President
& Newsletter Editor
Ph: (306) 477-1927

Email: minreid@shaw.ca

Jerry Boese - Club Vice-President
Ph: (306) 683-0229

Email: mjboese@shaw.ca

Rick Hales - Club Treasurer
Ph: (306) 933-2938

Email: richale@sasktel.net

SMAS Executive

SMAS meets on the first Wednesday of each month at the Parkridge Centre, 110 Gropper Crescent, Saskatoon (off Fairlight
Drive), officially starting at 7:00 p.m. Any suitable material received for the newsletter on the Sunday before the meeting, stands
a very good chance of being printed for that issue. 
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