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THE EXECUTIVE PAGE

THE PRESIDENT’S PIECE

November 9th & 10th: Saskatoon Hobby Show.

December 5th: Theme Night meeting - 

1. “What is This Creature Called?”: any model
where the original subject was named after
an animal.

2. “What If?” (imagination time): an up-dated
Avro Arrow in low-viz camouflage, “Mad
Max” vehicles or a rear-engined Dodge Dart
road racer. All of these would fit the bill.

February 18th to March 30th 2008: Display in the Centre

at Circle and Eighth mall.

March 2008 meeting: Theme Night. 

1. “Sand and Surf”
2. “I See Red” - Not only models that have red as

the base colour scheme (Ferrari F1, Budweiser
#8 stock car, etc.) but also any model depicting
machines of the old Soviet Union.

2007/2008 EVENTS CALENDAR
7 pm to 8 pm Swap and sell, socialize and discussion group.

7:30 pm A clinic and discussion on various means of fixing flaws in kits
and related techniques for modifications, etc.

8 pm Business Agenda

Visitors and introductions.

Old Business:

Club shirts - who is actually heading the project and status.

Junior Time: Report from the table and Junior prize draw. 

New Business:

Determination of Executive members for 2008/2009.

HOBBY SHOW - finalize list of participants and confirm
adequate coverage during the event

MALL SHOW - (next February); status and remaining work
required.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS?

Reports and Updates: Treasurer.

Review models on the display tables, prize draw.

PROGRAMME FOR THE NOVEMBER MEETING

One of the things I like about this hobby is that it can be as simple as you like or complicated to the point where you wonder
why you started a project in the first place. For individual builders it can run from having any amount of space and time to devote
to a kit, while others may only have time and facilities to assemble •out of the boxŽ. Skills can range of course from very basic to the
professional •how on earth did he detail thatŽ sort of level. Regardless of where any model builder falls within those ranges, the
important thing is creativity. Yet another report has been published detailing how the level of creativity drops substantially from an
early school age throughout adult life. Not us! In that regard, model builders are really part of a special group in society. (Income
Tax Returns and company golf day scores do not count)! That is why I never feel the need to justify my hobby when people ask
about it: simply put, I like to make things. Solving problems can also be part of the challenge, especially where some of the cruder
or basic kits are involved. But when the project is finished, it•s nice to show it off regardless of how well (or poorly) it actually turned
out. So that leads us to August 2008 … no air show, no display unless somebody can think of some other venue where a model display
can be presented.

But before that there will be the six week long mall display. It will run from Sunday, FEBRUARY 18th until Sunday, MARCH
30th. Preparation is already underway as Greg Burke has been busy cutting and fixing some more boards. Boards and supports will
need painting, so we may be looking for a couple of additional volunteers to assist. Reducing the dust problem still has to be resolved. 

More immediate though is the Remembrance Day Hobby Show on Friday evening and Saturday. We will not know until Friday
morning just how much space will be available. If it is anything like last year, we will be able to mount a decent display and possibly
have two work tables. Anyone that does not have their name on the original participant list from a couple on of months ago, can•t
make this month•s meeting, but would like to be at the Show, please call me. 

Reminder: December will be another theme night. Subjects are “Named After An Animal” and “Imagination Time”. A couple
of themes have been picked for next March and a few more suggestions are welcome for the remainder of 2008.

- Mike Reid

Ph: (306) 652-4775
Email: hobbyworld@shaw.ca
Web: www.rchobbyworld.com

1521 Idylwyld Drive North
Saskatoon, SK  S7L 1A9

CLUB MEMBER DISCOUNTS

10% 10% 10%
Ph: (306) 653-5555

Email: sktn@houseoftools.com
Web: www.houseoftools.com
Bay 9 - 805 Circle Drive East

Saskatoon, SK  S7K 3S4

Toll Free: 877-574-6229
Email: jp.hobby@sasktel.net

Web: www.jphobbies.com
300 - 13th Street West

Prince Albert, SK  S6V 3G3
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This month•s workbench starts with something that failed, although it does relate to the time of year. Ever since Robert Owens
came across that very sticky, double-sided foam tape in a dollar store, it has proved useful, even though it can be a pain to clean off
afterwards. Where it failed was in not securing a fabric bat to the wall of my house! But the old standby of a hammer and one nail
through each wing did the trick (no pun intended). 

Something else that was a bit of a failure initially (from my point of view at least), was using •GOLDEN MSAŽ matt varnish for
a flat coat. As discussed previously, it yellowed off quite quickly when exposed to daylight, to the point where it would look bad over
lighter colours. But it turns out it can be used for things other than finish coats. It will mix with Testors Model Master and Humbrol
gloss paints to reduce the shine. One kit on my bench has instructions that quote Humbrol paint numbers for the colours needed,
without describing the colour. The plane is a rather obscure Soviet type (Er 2) with very little other reference available, so the colour
quoted was used. The Humbrol was in a sealed tin and at least 15 year old, but still perfectly good. It turned out the one drawback
to it was a rather shiny finish, which somehow did not look too authentic in a cockpit. Adding GOLDEN varnish to the Humbrol
colour reduced the shine significantly. There is actually a Humbrol •mattingŽ agent available, but mine had all been used, so this
ssems to be a good alternative.

It also turned out the gloss of Model Master can be •adjustedŽ by adding GOLDEN matt varnish. Many modern race cars have
components with a semi-gloss or satin finish. There are not many paints available from stock for those sorts of finishes. Two parts
of paint (Model Master gloss black) to one part of varnish made be a suitable mix. Adding the varnish naturally reduces the colour
density, but for air brushing that should not be a problem. Hand brushing may require two coats, so that will be tried on some of
the smaller parts. 

While preparing vacuform wing panels for the Ju 390 project, it got to a point where results of filling and sanding needed to be
checked. Something other than a Mark 1 eyeball and a fingertip were needed. Now anyone who has worked with natural metal
finishes will know that a shiny metallic surface will show up the slightest flaw. So the obvious approach was to air brush a coat of
aluminum/silver for that purpose. First thought was that after fixing the flaws as much as practical, the •silverŽ would be stripped

off. But what if the •silverŽ could also be used as a primer? Apart from sticking to the base plastic
extremely well, it would also have to accept colour paint that would stick to it. That idea sort of
grew into a small test exercise using (mainly) hardware/department store paint. The reasons for
that centred on availability and cost, especially if there was a suitable one for a general primer.
Using more expensive specialty model paints as a primer for large models really did not appeal
too much. Also I have not tried over-painting the various Model Master / Humbrol /Testors
metallic paints with colours, so how that would work also has to be investigated. 

Most of the paints tested were solvent-based; I•m not sure if that is the right technical term,
but it serves to identify them. Of the water based (and other) •craftŽ paints, only one so far looks
as though it will work. Despite the name •Perma EnamelŽ it is a water clean-up material,
although the label does not identify it in detail. 

Originally it was to be a simple check on two or three paints where I had an idea they might
be OK. Then the test expanded to include the paint from all sorts of spray cans picked up over
the years. It turned out that there are a few that should be suitable for a final natural metal finish
anyway, not just a primer. Those are the
ones where masking tape had minimal
effects on the paint. The next step for
considering their use as a final finish is to
see the effect of polishing with a soft cloth. 

The table of results on page 5 is by no means all inclusive and is arranged by
the most suitable found to date. There are some more paints to be tried,
including •Duplicolor Auto Spray SilverŽ which looks very promising. Most of
the tests were done using an air-brush with the odd one or two sprayed straight
out of the can. Strictly speaking it was not comparing apples with apples, but
good enough for the basic intent. 

Photos 1 and 2 were the first use of the concept. Actually photo 1 is
another application for that sticky, double side foam tape holding panels on a
yogurt container prior to painting. After painting all the places needing fixing

WORKBENCH REVIEW

Photo 1

...Continued on page 4

Photo 2
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were circled with a sift pencil, ready for further treatment. As the panels are held by foam
on the inside in each case, any residue left from the glue can be ignored.

Going back to the Er 2 kit, it comes with one seat that has belts moulded in place
(photos 3 and 4). That is one of my pet peeves with kit makers where they do it with
many racing car kits as well as some aircraft. In this case the seat is only 8mm high and
my attempts to paint
this sort of thing in
the past were never
very successful. This
time though a better
answer than paint
presented itself. First
of all the belts were
traced with a white,
gel type ball point
pen. Turns out after
the first •coatŽ was

totally dry, a second pass should have been applied to improve the
colour density. The actual belt colour was applied using a kid•s
fine tip, felt marker. It looks a little violet colour in the picture but
is in fact brown. Little specks were then applied using a metallic
gold ball point pen, to represent the buckles and attachments. At
1/72nd scale the effect is acceptable … knew I would find a use for those odd pens somewhere!

- Mike Reid

Photo 3

Photo 4

...Continued from page 3

Want to review the SMAS newsletter back issues? Check us out! You can find them at: www.smasonline.net
SMAS WEBSITE

...Chart on page 5
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Mike Reid - Club President
& Newsletter Editor
Ph: (306) 477-1927

Email: minreid@shaw.ca

Jerry Boese - Club Vice-President
Ph: (306) 683-0229

Email: mjboese@shaw.ca

Rick Hales - Club Treasurer
Ph: (306) 933-2938

Email: richale@sasktel.net

SMAS Executive

SMAS meets on the first Wednesday of each month at the Parkridge Centre, 110 Gropper Crescent, Saskatoon (off Fairlight
Drive), officially starting at 7:00 p.m. Any suitable material received for the newsletter on the Sunday before the meeting, stands
a very good chance of being printed for that issue. 

THE ARMOUR PARK
Photos for this month•s article were provided by a guest contributor and former club member Jayme Benson. These were posted

on an AFV web site called missing-lynx.com; unfortunately as of now, no other details are at hand.

- Mike Reid
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